and admiration. Some of them shouted " Good luck, boys." Hundreds of gliders were drawn up, evenly spaced, in trim rows. Garstand and I debussed and found ours without much difficulty. There were mobile canteens offering cups of tea, but we dared not drink too much.
Now that I was about to die I felt strangely calm and I took one of my white tablets to make certain I kept that way. A colonel commanding Royal Engineers, known as the C.R.E., appeared on the scene, and, it seemed, was to take command of our glider and its occupants. Eighteen stalwart infantrymen of the Divisional Headquarters Defence Company were lined up and I envied their phlegmatic solidity. The Colonel, exceptionally cool and self-possessed, was the first officer I had met who did not seem dubious about taking non-combatants. In fact, he even took on another one, an R.A.F. photographer who suddenly turned up.
He studied the air photos again and then swiftly sketched out a little plan of campaign. Our hefty sergeant-major was to be first out of the glider. He would give the rest covering fire with a Bren gun, as he lay flat under the wing. Then the troops were to dash one by one for a small clump of trees which he indicated. As non-combatants, Mr. Cameron and 'I were to emerge last and bolt for any cover we could find. Garstang apparently ranked as a combatant and it was thought that his help as a fighting man might be needed. Both the glider pilot and his reserve—wonderful men—would also go into action with the rest.
I had screwed up my courage to the highest pitch for this effort, and the personal climax would be when we hit the ground. If I survived, then nothing would matter but preserving my skin until I could type my story. Yet, for the combatants, landing was only the beginning. They would then have to start the real job of fighting. As for the officers, they would be organising, map-reading, planning, inspiring, leading, encouraging, ordering. ... It passed my comprehension how mortal man with human brain and frame could do these things after the cumulative mental strain of the past week.."
